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100 paip khas tangani kebakaran tanah gambut
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100 paip khas tangani

kebakaran tanah gambut

» Nozzle puncher
mampu

padam api
bawah tanah

Oleh Syafig Aznan
bhshahalam@bh com my

® Shah Alam

abatan Bomba dan Penye-
J lamat Malaysia (JBPM) Se-
langor menyediakan 100
set paip khusus un-
tuk menyerapkan
air ke bawah tanah,
dinamakan nozzle
puncher sebagai
persedia-
an menghadapi ke-
bakaran hutan dan
tanah gambut.
Pengarahnya,

“Biasanya, anggota bomba
terpaksa mengorek tanah
gambut dan membuat laluan
air terlebih dahulu sebelum
boleh mengalirkan air untuk
memadam api.

“Bagaimanapun, dengan
nozzle puncher, kebakaran di
dalam tanah dapat dipadam-
kan kerana air dapat dipam
terus kepada kawasan terba-

kar” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian ke-
tika ditemui pada Majlis Anu-
gerah Cemerlang 2014 JBPM
Selangor di sini, semalam

Seramai 117 anggota dan
kakitangan menerima anuge-
rah berdasarkan prestasi ce-
merlang yang ditunjukkan da-
lam menaikkan nama JBPM
tahun lalu

Othman berkata, peralatan
memadam kebakaran itu ter-
bukti berkesan dalam menga-
wal dan memadam kebaka-
ran kawasan tanah gambut
secara bherterusan tanpa te-
naga kerja yang ra
mal

“Kami sudah
menggunakan 10
peralatan im ketika
memadam kebaka-
ran hutan dan jenis
gambut tahun lalu.

Tambah alatan
“Atas sebab ini,
kami menambah la-
gi peralatan berkenaan seba-
gal persediaan menghadapi
kebakaran jenis gambut.
“Penggunaan kaedah ini
terbukti mudah dan menji-
matkan tenaga selain turut
menjimatkan penggunaan air
kerana punca kebakaran te-
rus ditangani membolehkan
proses pemadaman dilaku-
kan lebih cepat.” katanya.
Sementara itu, Othman
berkata, sebanyak 470 kes ke-
bakaran membabitkan keba-
karan hutan, gambut dan se-
mak dilaporkan sepanjang
tempoh Januari sehingga 25

Februari lalu.

“Kebakaran hutan dan gambut di
negeri ini masih terkawal, namun
kami tetap bersedia dengan segala
kemungkinan menjelang cuaca pa-
nas melampau seperti dilaporkan
Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia” ka-
tanya.

® Berbentuk batang paip

sepanjang 4.5 meter dengan dua
penyembur awr di hujungnya

® Bahagian penyembur 21
dimasukkan ke dalam tanah
gambut dan bahagian lag) satu ke
punca air

@ Menggunakan tekanan, J
dipam memasule bawah tanah
gambut untuk memadamkan api
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iver confluence caused worst floods

Most of badly hit Kelantan towns were located in valleys where rivers meet, says expert

By PATRICK LEE
patrick. lee@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Many of the towns
worst hit by floods last year such as
Kuala Krai in Kelantan are located in
valley areas where nvers meet.

Dr Ediic Sathiamusthy of Universiti
Malaysia Terengganu sawd these
towns saw flood waters come from
two bodies into one, swamping peo-
ple there.

“Dabong. Temerloh and Kuala
Krai, these are in areas of river con-
fluence.

“These are areas where usually
two water bodies meet, brninging an
accumulation of flood flow,” he said

at a workshop on the floods yester
day.

Some areas such as Kuala Krai, he
said. also had depressed topogra
phies (or lower landscapes), making
them prone to floods

Referring to Kelantan's past rain
fall data, he warned that massive
floods may happen again. adding
that there was a "pattern”.

In 1967, 38 people died and
537.000 people were displaced in
Kelantan's massive floods then.

He said China and the United
States destroved their levees (or
embankments) at less “sensitive”
areas in dealing with floods, so
waters could overflow there instead

of hitting the towns.

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia's
Prof Dr Zulkifli Yusop said the
Drainage and Irrigation Department
had done a study to look into build
ing a dam upstream of Dabong

“This is a flood mitigation dam but
it must have a multi-purpose func-
tion for water resources, aquacul-
ture.and floods,” he said

conﬁiﬁ there was a #mﬁ S !
in weather detection over Cameron
Highlands and Gua Musang.
Although there were already six
radars covering the peninsula, he
mooted the idea of building another

one for this region

He also revealed that Typhoon
Hagupit (Dec 1 to Dec 12), the worst
cyclone to hit the Philippines last
vear, helped to reduce the massive
rainfall over Malaysia then.

This was because the typhoon
drew a portion of the cold air from
the north of the world away from
the monsoon storms here, he said.

“If there was no Hagupit, we
would have had (heavy) rain for
more than three weeks nstead of
two (over December )" he said.

He said the department was try-
ing to update its forecasting models.

He admitted that some years
might be needed before they were

properly equipped to forecast, add-
ing that even the United States had
similar problems in getting things
accurate.

National Hydraulic Research
Institute of Malaysia senior research-
er Marim Idenis said land use con-
tributed to the floods n Kelantan

Later, when asked to elaborate,
she said that the findings were still
preliminary and needed more
research.

Though many factors led to the
floods last year, it is widely agreed
that an extreme rainfall of over
1,500mm in December last year fed
to many areas being submerged
under several metres of water



